
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FREDERICTON, February 7, 2025  – The New Brunswick Teachers’ Association is issuing the following statement in re-
sponse to today’s announcement regarding federal funding for free, nutritious breakfast programs in all New Brunswick 
schools:
 
“The NBTA welcomes this announcement as a meaningful step toward addressing the persistent and growing issue of 
student hunger, which profoundly affects student learning and well-being. We are hopeful that implementation plans 
for the initiative will be informed by the invaluable experiences of teachers, community organizations, and caring citi-
zens who have worked tirelessly over the years to find creative and compassionate solutions,” said Peter Lagacy, NBTA 
President.

Student access to healthy and nutritious meals has been a focus for teacher organizations nationwide. The President of 
the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, Heidi Yetman, emphasized the importance of this investment. 

“This agreement is a significant step forward in ensuring that more students have access to healthy meals, supporting 
their well-being and success in the classroom. We applaud this commitment and encourage all provinces and territo-
ries to prioritize the health and future of children by reaching similar agreements with the federal government,” stated 
Yetman.

For decades, teachers in New Brunswick and across Canada have witnessed the direct impacts of food insecurity on 
students, and although much work remains to be done, today’s announcement signals that advocacy efforts for univer-
sal school food programs have been heard.

The New Brunswick Teachers’ Association is the respected collective voice of its members and works in collaboration 
with public education stakeholders to advocate for the teaching profession, influence public policy, and offer opportu-
nities for professional growth. 

Founded in 1920, the CTF/FCE is a national alliance of provincial and territorial teachers’ organizations that represent 
over 365,000 teachers and education workers across Canada. The CTF/FCE is also an affiliate of Education Internation-
al, which represents more than 32-million educators.
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