
   

 

   

 

KCRTA Recipients of the Queen Elizabeth Platinum Jubilee Medal 
 

Bonny Hill 
 

The Government of NB has announced that Bonny Hill of Sussex, NB is a 

recipient of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Medal.  

Bonny has done so much in her career to advance the arts in our region. She 

is an accomplished artist who spent 31 years teaching art in public schools. 

Throughout her career as an educator, Bonny was recognized with national 

awards. She was active for many years in directing the annual spring musicals 

at SRHS. Bonny now serves as vice president at AX: the Arts and Culture Centre of Sussex where she chairs 

the exhibitions committee and actively volunteers. Bonny is also a member of the NB Department of Education 

Curriculum Advisory Committee for Visual Arts. Bonny, thank you for going above and beyond in your career as 

an educator, as well for your continued support of the local arts community. 

Richard Sullivan 
 

The Government of NB has announced that Richard Sullivan of Sussex, NB 

is a recipient of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Medal.  

It’s truly hard to know where to begin when recapping Richard’s contributions 

to the Sussex community over the years. He worked as a teacher and 

guidance counsellor in Sussex schools for over 30 years, a career during 

which he also served as chair of NBTA committees and helped to develop 

programs for the Department of Education. Richard has been heavily involved in the local sports scene, from his 

time as an umpire to serving as honorary chair of the Dairtytown Classic and as a member of the Board of 

Directors for the Sussex Golf and Curling Club. Richard served as chairman of the Sussex and Area Community 

Foundation until 2010, which has provided the community with more than $1 million in project funding and 

scholarships since 2005. As a member of Sussex & Area Vibrant Communities, Richard played a role in 

kickstarting the local Dial-a-Ride program. He is also chairman of the Friends of Broad Street organization. If his 

last name does not already ring a bell to you, it is also the namesake of Sully’s Ice Cream Parlour, which was 

founded by Richard’s sons and provides valuable job opportunities to local students each summer. Thank you, 

Richard, for the valuable role you have played in so many initiatives that have helped shape Sussex to be the 

vibrant community it is today. 

Rhoda Wilson 
 

The Government of NB has announced that Rhoda Wilson of Sussex, NB 

has been presented with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Medal.  

Rhoda joined the Rotary Club of Sussex in 2009 and has held every executive 

position there is. She is also the recipient of Rotary’s high honour, the Paul 

Harris Fellowship for outstanding contribution. Among her major 

accomplishments in her role with the Rotary Club includes the Rotary 

Amphitheatre and the organization’s contributions to having the Nutien Civic Centre come to fruition. Rhoda was 

a teacher for 29 years after retiring seven years ago and has not appeared to slow down since, and for that we 

are all grateful. She is a tireless worker in her church as well as the Sussex Choral Society and has organized 

exchanges for dozens of international students to live and study in Sussex through the New Brunswick 

International Student Program. Thank you, Rhoda, for giving so much to our community. 



   

 

   

 

John Keirstead 
 

The Kings County Retired Teachers’ Association wants to congratulate John 

Kierstead on his investiture with a Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee 

Award. This award was given in recognition of his on-going volunteering and 

service to our students since the early 2000’s. The Premier Hon. Blaine Higgs 

and the Lieutenant-Governor Brenda Murphy presented the award to John 

and others on November 07, 2022, in an investiture ceremony at the Qplex, 

Quispamsis, NB. These awards are being given out to deserving people for 

their outstanding volunteerism in their community. 

John is a retired teacher with thirty-seven years’ experience, retiring from Lakefield Elementary School in 1995. 

After teaching in various schools and at different levels in Saint John and Kings County, he joined the staff at 

Lakefield Elementary in 1978 as the Special Education teacher. It was early in the new millennium when a couple 

of his colleagues came to him and asked him if he would consider coming into the school to read to students. 

This he did willingly and still does, going into Lakefield Elementary School and, since its opening, Chris Saunders 

Memorial Elementary School. He alternates each week between the two schools. When he goes to read to 

students, he takes along his suitcase with “relics of the past”. These “show & tell” relics he uses to educate the 

students about what daily life was like prior to all the technology that we have today. The students are keen to 

learn what life was like for their grandparents. He also talks to them about the background of the local Quispamsis 

area.  

It is evident talking with John how much he enjoys working with young people and continuing to be involved in 

the school scene. He and the students have developed a special wave that they use when they see each other 

out in the community; the wave is slightly different depending upon the elementary school where the student is 

enrolled.  

The KCRTA is pleased to see John recognized with this honour. John himself is humbled and overwhelmed from 

being nominated and selected for the award. To John, the KCRTA simply says: “It is well-deserved!” 

Stephen Wilson 
 

KCRTA member, STEPHEN WILSON, and the third Kings Branch Queen 

Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal recipient, was recognized for his 

volunteerism as Treasurer on the Board of Directors of the 8th Hussars 

Museum in Sussex.    
 

Stephen was invited to be on the board after providing innovative learning 

experiences for his students at Belleisle Regional High School. Each year, 

from 2008 until his retirement in 2016, his grade 11 and 12 students wrote biographies and created videos 

honoring the lives of soldiers who died while serving in World Wars I and II. 
 

Since retirement, Stephen has been raising awareness about the museum in the community. He works with 

summer students to continue research on 8th Hussar soldiers, develop new exhibits, and keep local tourism 

operators informed about what the museum has to offer.   
 

One of the exhibits Stephen produced features Hampton resident Major Howard Keirstead: 
 

http://www.8chassociation.com/blogs/major-howard-keirstead-hampton-war-hero-by-makayla-cole 
 

Stephen managed to do all this in spite of the limitations imposed during pandemic lockdowns over the past 
couple of years. 

http://www.8chassociation.com/blogs/major-howard-keirstead-hampton-war-hero-by-makayla-cole


   

 

   

 

Diane O’Connor 
 

KCRTA member Diane O'Connor (middle) was recognized by the Province of 

New Brunswick recently for her years of volunteer work in the community 

involving the creation and promotion of opportunities for seniors. She is one of 

the founders of The Hive, an age friendly center in Rothesay. For a number of 

years, Diane helped to organize and participate in seniors’ health fairs that 

promoted wellness and healthy lifestyles for ages 50+ in Saint John and Kings 

County.  During the COVID lockdown Diane conducted video interviews with local experts for the Rothesay 

Hive Facebook page to discuss health, healthy lifestyles, safety, and general interest topics for seniors who 

could not be out in the community to learn about issues relevant to them. 
 

Recently, Diane volunteered to use her expertise to help the NBSRT Online Media Committee produce a new 
video series titled Dream Catchers featuring members who successfully pursued a life-long dream after they 
retired.  Her relaxed and personable interview style resulted in two excellent conversations with a member who 
sailed across the Atlantic Ocean in a small sailboat, and another who realized his dream of becoming a 
pilot.  Look for more great conversations in the future. 
 

Recently, Diane was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal (New Brunswick).  She feels 
humbled and honoured to be included with so many deserving volunteers who received this award in the 
Rothesay area.  Premier Higgs read the following at the investiture: 
 
“As Chair of the Age-Friendly Advisory Committee and volunteer for groups such as Go-Ahead Seniors and 
Zoomers on the Go, Diane has been a major player promoting safe and healthy living for seniors in Rothesay. 
She has also been a board member for the Elizabeth Fry Society.” 
 

NOTE: Diane began her career at the Kinsmen School in the former Town of Newcastle (City of Miramichi) and 

was part of the negotiating team that brought Auxiliary teachers into the NBTA in the mid 1980’s.  She retired in 

2009 from Quispamsis Middle School. 


