
 

OSCAR BOYD 
Living and Loving a Busy Life 

 

What did a retired teacher and administrator do, and continues to do, with all the “extra time” on his hands?  

Ask Kings Branch member Oscar Boyd of Norton. 

In addition to his responsibilities as a teacher and administrator 

that spanned a 32-year career, Oscar felt that to be a part of 

anything, he needed to be involved.  Since he lived in Norton, 

a small village in Kings County, he decided to run for Mayor of 

the village.  Not surprisingly, he spent twenty-four years in that 

position. 

As Mayor, he and the Village Council accomplished several 

goals.  The first major accomplishment was the installation of a 

proper sewage system that truly benefitted the people of Norton. 

Another goal achieved was the purchase of a building to house the village’s fire 

trucks and to have an assembly room to hold meetings. 

Like most New Brunswick villages, having well maintained streets and roads is 

desirable.  During his mayoralty, Oscar saw the upgrading of some of the village’s 

streets and roadways. 

Under his leadership, he was successful in having legislation changed for the 

betterment of all villages in the province.  Oscar was also successful in keeping surplus provincial budget funds 

at the end of a fiscal year to be designated for future village purchases. 

Oscar relates an interesting happening when the province decided to put a new bridge 

across the river.  Once they began to move the bridge, it collapsed into the river, 

dividing the community.  Oscar met with Council and asked the province for a Bailey 

Bridge only to be told that there were none in Canada.  One would have to come from 

England.  Disbelieving this, Oscar went to the newspaper and television and the village 

had one in short order. 

Not only did Oscar work tirelessly as Norton’s Mayor, but he also served for some 

time on the Sussex Health Centre’s Board of Directors.  He served as President for a 

period of time of the Kings County Retired Teachers’ Association, a great group of 

former teachers, he says proudly.  Oscar has always been involved with his church in 

some capacity, whether it be teaching Sunday School or a course on Church History, or serving as Sunday School 

Superintendent, Missions Director, Board Member, or Secretary-Treasurer. 

Oscar’s educational path is unique.  He began teaching on a local license at Land’s End School (grades 1-8) on 

the Kingston Peninsula after he had completed grade nine.  Following the two years at Land’s End, he went on 

to finish high school and Teachers’ College in Fredericton.  He continued his studies by completing a Bachelor of 

Teacher and a Bachelor of Education from UNB.  After Teachers’ College,  
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he was hired as Principal of Apohaqui Superior School where, interestingly, one 

of his pupils was former NB Premier Frank McKenna.   

 
 

 

 

Oscar’s love for gardening provides fresh and 

chemical free vegetables.  He finds 

enjoyment also from plants in general.  

Whether they are outdoor plants or house 

plants, their beauty is a source of joy not only 

to Oscar, but also to others.  After retiring, 

Oscar bought the Hampton Flower Shop 

where he found the work to be interesting 

yet demanding.  

 

 

Oscar and his wife, Marjorie, whom he married in 1966, live on a 

beautifully landscaped property.  They have three children and eight 

grandchildren.  All of their children have successful careers.  Some 

have followed in Oscar’s teacher footsteps.  Now in his middle 

eighties, Oscar is living proof of the premise that if one wants to 

become an integral part of anything, one needs to become actively 

involved.  
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