HIGHLIGHTS — ECRTO

NOVEMBER 29, 2021
VIDEO CONFERENCE

Leaders from the four Atlantic Provinces and one Quebec anglophone
Association participated in sharing information and ideas on a variety of
topics — activities being offering province wide and locally to engage
members during the pandemic, growing membership numbers, new
initiatives and the possibility of an in person gathering in October 2022.
NBSRT hosted the meeting.

With the exception of New Brunswick, all have been able to hold in person
meetings while observing provincial covid restrictions. NB'’s “out of your
zone” travel restrictions meant NBSRT used zoom for executive and committee meetings.
SERFNB used electronic messaging.

SERFNB reported outreach from AEFNB to further enhance the relationship between the two
organizations — ideas include preparing promotional videos, providing technology training/in-
service, promoting SERFNB on the AEFNB website.

Of patrticular interest to NBSRT members may be some of the ideas used for engaging members
during the pandemic and demonstrating associations and their branches are still active and
thinking of their members.

Monthly newsletters Drive through meals

Activity calendars Phone calls to shut ins

Hikes followed by Lunch Cards

Voucher rebates to local businesses Tim Horton gift cards to all members

Zoom speakers/presentations/information sessions/author readings

Growing membership has been a constant, especially for ECRTO as they do not have the
“attraction” of association owned insurance plans. More than once it was noted today’s retirees
are more interested in active events/activities than meals, social events and meetings. SERFNB
has hired a consultant to pose questions, gather data and present a report. Results will be shared
with ECRTO. Membership will be a key topic at the October 2022 in person gathering.

Two associations are updating their archives, believing that being able to demonstrate a long -
standing history of service to retirees is important and are concerned about personal jeopardy in
using personal emails in conducting association business. Another 2 are celebrating anniversaries
of serving retirees in 2022 — Quebec, 60 years, and Newfoundland and Labrador, 50 years.

ACER-CART wants to showcase the country in pictures — your pictures!! See the webpage for
details https://acer-cart.org/

In 2022 ACER-CART’s primary focus will be caring for seniors in or near their homes. The Political
Advocacy Committee (Bob Fitzpatrick and June MacNairn are members) is working on this with
input from the Health Committee.
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