Minutes
NEW BRUNSWICK SOCIETY OF RETIRED TEACHERS
February 28, 1975

Fifteen retired teachers, representing the organized groups of retired teachers in the province, along with the
NBTA President, Executive Director and Deputy Executive Director met in the Aitken Room of the NBTF Building
at 10:00 am, February 28, 1975.

This was an historic occasion. As a result of this meeting the New Brunswick Society of Retired Teachers
was formed. Those present were:

Mrs. Jean Sharpe, Tide Head Miss Margaret MacCallum, Campbellton
Miss Louise Dobbelsteyn, Moncton Mr. George Douglas, Moncton

Mr. Gerald Sansom, Moncton Mr. Paul Prebble, Saint John

Mrs. Annette Desjardins, Edmundston Mrs. Louise Bouchard, Edmundston
Mrs. Evelyn Northrup, Apohaqui Mrs. Winnifred Cotter, Hampton

Mr. Henn Leger, Fredericton Mrs. Isabel A. Cobum, Keswick Ridge
Mis. Muriel Baird, Fredericton Dr. Rene J. Fournier, Edmundston

Dr. W. B. Main, Saint John Mrs. Margaret Brogan, NBTA

Mr. Alfred Kingett, NBTA Mr. Kenneth Gilliss, NBTA

Mrs. Brogan, President of the NBTA, welcomed the retired teachers on behalf of the Association. In her re-
marks Mrs. Brogan stressed the valuable input to education possible from retired teachers and indicated her pleasure
at being present at the meeting to organize a provincial body.

Mr. Kingett, Executive Director of the NBTA, outlined some alternatives possible to the group. He sug-
gested that they could form either an autonomous association or a society in some way affiliated with the NBTA.
There was also the possibility of forming two distinet groups; one affiliated with NBTA and the other with AEFNB,
depending, of course, on agreement by AEFNB. He indicated that if the body were affiliated with NBTA the opera-
tion and services would be in English only, since the NBTA 1s now a unilingual organization.

If the group desired to seek affiliation with NBTA | some constitutional changes might have to be made
and some specific provision for help to the affiliated group would have to be worked out. Some of the advantages
of affiliation might be an annual grant for business operation, use of the NBTF building for meetings, use of NBTA
facilities for the preparation of publications, and assurance of co-operation.

Dr. W.B. Main, President of the Saint John Association, was nominated as Chairman of the meeting. He
immediately called for nominations for an executive. The following officers were duly elected: President, Mrs.
Muriel Baird, Fredericton; Vice-President, Dr. Rene Fournier, Edmundston; Secretary-Tresaurer, Mrs. Isabel A
Cobum, Mouth of Keswick, R.R. # 3.

It was moved by Mrs. Baird, seconded by Dr. Fournier, and carried: “That the organization be called the
New Brunswick Society of Retired Teachers (NBSRT).”

When the matter of affiliation was discussed, Mrs. Desjardins, speaking on behalf of the French-speaking
retired teachers in the Edmundston Association, said their preference was for an affiliation with NBTA. Dr. Fournier
also very strongly supported that affiliation. It was moved by Mr. Sansom, seconded by Mrs. Desjardins, and car-



ried: “That NBSRT request association with NBTA, subject to arrangements to be agreed on at a later date.” (Mrs.
Brogan pointed out that the AGM has already passed a motion indicating it would welcome a retired teachers as-
sociation).

Thank were extended to NBTA for use of the Aitken Room and for hospitality to the group.

Mr. K. E. Gilliss accepted the position of liaison officer. Mr. Gilliss pointed out that many retired teach-
ers are currently honourary members of the NBTA and explained that all retired teachers could become honourary
members on request. Such retired teachers are then placed on the mailing list for NBTA publications and are entitled
to participate in any consumer buying arrangements worked out by the Association. He also stressed the sugges-
tion published in the Association Activities to contact MLA’s and Cabinet Ministers requesting that they support the
Pension Brief recently submitted by the Federation. He said it was his hope that through an organization of retired
teachers the NBTA would be able “to hamess their knowledge and enthusiasm.”

Mr. Leger read replies to his letters sent to the Hon. Leshie Hull and the Hon. Lawrence Garvie. Dr. Main
reported on the replies which had been received in Saint John. Dr. Main also stressed that the NBSRT and the
retired civil servants should co-operate in their attempts to get pensions raised to compensate for inflation. He drew
attention to the table in the NBTF Brief showing that he Government pays only about 28% of pensions, while the
teachers pay about 72%. It was pointed out in the discussion that although the portion paid by Government may
gradually increase there 1s room for indexing such as that provided in the Canada Pension Plan and a number of
other pension plans.

The retired teachers were reminded that it 1s necessary to apply 3 months before their 65th birthday for the

Canada Pension. Since this pension 1s not retroactive, if one does not apply, that person could lose benefits to which
he would otherwise be entitled.

Mr. Kingett suggested that each branch might name a director and an altemate to serve on the Provincial
Executive. This was agreed. (The branches now formed are Campbellton, Edmundston, Saint John, Moneton and
Fredenicton.) Names of these directors are to be sent to the Secretary (Mrs. Isabel Cobum) not later than March 22.

Mrs. Baird suggested that the Saint John Association wrte a proposed constitution for the new society.
(Constitutions from the branches were distributed.) Dr. Main agreed to have his group do this.

The Secretary was directed to write a letter to the NBTA requesting affiliation of the NBSRT with NBTA.
All delegates received expense cheques for travel and meals. Mrs. Brogan congratulated the delegates on the part
they played in making the meefing an historic event.

The meeting adjourned at 12 noon.

Isabel A. Cobum, Secretary-Treasurer

Muriel Baird, President



